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cannot be legitimated where any one of the three persons in-
volved is of French nationality or a part of the facts happened
in France. The courts are apprehensive that the people may
become accustomed to polygamy!
Where all three persons are of foreign nationality, how-
ever, the objection of public policy is unlikely to be raised
in a European court.147 But renvoi may have an influence on
these considerations. For instance, where an Englishman was
domiciled and married in the Netherlands, a German court,
by renvoi from the national English law, applied Dutch law
in determining that the premarital issue was not legitimized
because born in adultery.148
Also on the grounds of public policy, the Appeal Court of
Hamburg 149 refused to recognize a legitimation valid under
Dutch law, where an unmarried woman of German national-
ity, mother of a German child, married a Dutchman and both
parties recognized the child as their own. The German courts,
like those of some American jurisdictions,150 regard as neces-
sary for legitimation that the man marrying the mother shall
in fact be the father. The Court extended this requirement
to the foreign legitimation of a German child, on the ground
that, if the child is not actually an offspring of the married
couple, its interest ought to be protected as is done through
the other form of legitimation, viz., in the course of legiti-
mation by state authority. This reasoning results, however, in
creating a double status of the child as legitimate abroad and
where recognition was made abroad, on the worn authority of 5 LAURENT 554
no. 266.
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